For Visiting Students Applying to Community for Children: At the Border and Beyond Application is open to 4th year medical students and 2nd and 3rd year residents 

2011-2012 Block rotations for this 4-week elective: 

· October 24-November 18, 2011

· February 6-March 2, 2012 ONLY
· April 9-May 4, 2012

To Apply► 

Please email Dr. Marsha Griffin, Director, Community for Children, to notify her that you are interested in applying for the Community for Children elective. Her email is griffinmrmd@yahoo.com. Please complete the application form below and email to Judith Livingston, MEd, MCHES, Instructor/Pediatric Projects, at livingstonj@uthscsa.edu.  

Ms. Livingston will communicate approval of your request to participate to Jo Ann Lieberman, Academic Coordinator, who will provide you information about registering in the VSAS system. Only students serious and committed to this exceptional training and making it a first choice should apply. Because there is only one rotation, space is limited. 
Please note the required documents on the application form.

Important facts about the course: 

1.  There will be up to eight participants in this rotation.

2.  Currently, the political climate is not safe for travel to Mexico. Participants focus on advocacy work in communities along the border, particularly the South Texas colonias. Colonias are impoverished and unincorporated rural settlements along the U.S.-Mexico border that lack one or more elements of basic infrastructure.  With limited financial resources, colonia residents resort to designing and building their own homes, a process that can take years and results in makeshift homes.  The substandard living conditions created by detrimental housing in colonias have negative implications on the health status of colonia residents, especially among children.  
3. Costs:  Students are provided a $250 stipend. Students will need to cover their own travel from their home institution to Harlingen/Brownsville and back home.  Students will need to cover their food costs and recreation. Visiting students pay a $600 for housing that is arranged under the auspices of the UTHSCSA Regional Academic Health Center housing office. To help secure your space, after application is approved, students can send the $600 check for housing payable to UTHSCSA Department of Pediatrics – CfC to  Ann Kruger, Administrator, UTHSCSA Department of Pediatrics, 7703 Floyd Curl Dr., Mail Code 7802, San Antonio, Texas, 78229. There is no cost for the course itself.  
4.  Flights:  There are several options in flying to Harlingen and Brownsville, Texas.  Continental Airlines flies directly into Brownsville.  Continental and Southwest Airlines fly into Harlingen, Texas (30 minutes away).  Continental and American Airlines fly into McAllen, Texas (30 minutes from Harlingen and 60 minutes away from Brownsville).   

Community for Children: At the Border and Beyond
Visiting Student Application Form

I would like to register for the February 6-March 2, 2012 elective rotation

	Student Name
	   


	Pager
	     
	Cell
	     
	Home phone
	     

	School email
	     
	Personal Email 
	     


	Home Address    
	     

	Mailing Address    
	     


Spanish-language learning needs:

As part of the curriculum, Spanish-language classes are offered. So that we can tailor the classes, please briefly describe your Spanish-language proficiency level:

QUESTIONS:

What aspects of medicine most interest or appeal to you?  Why?

     
What aspects of medicine least interest or appeal to you?  Why?

     
What particular experiences would you like to gain during the elective? 

     
Please provide any other information that you wish to share with the preceptor.

     
Student will be required to have the following items before the rotation begins: 

(Materials must be in place one month prior to the rotation beginning)
· A copy of your medical insurance 
· A copy of your driver’s license
These items should be mailed to: 


Dr. Marsha Griffin


Director, Community for Children


UTHSCSA Regional Academic Health Center


2102 Treasure Hills Blvd., Room 3.144


Harlingen, Texas 78550

   Attention: Salina Coleman
